The minutes of the Public Hearing and regular monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Green Island held on Monday, September 21, 2026 at 6:10 p.m. at the Green Island Municipal Center, 19 George Street, Green Island, New York.

Mayor Ellen McNulty-Ryan called the regular monthly meeting to order and asked for roll call.

Roll Call: Mayor Ellen McNulty-Ryan, Executive Assistant Alix, Trustees Files, Jones, Liotta, Karwiel, Belokopitsky and Heffern, and Attorney Jeffers

No Public Forum

Communication:

Dear Members of the Green Island Power Authority Board:

Please accept this letter as my formal resignation from my position as a member of the Green Island Power Authority Board, effective September 15, 2026.

Due to health reasons, I have made the difficult decision that it is necessary for me to step down from my position at this time.

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve on the Green Island Power Authority Board and to contribute to the community. I am grateful for the opportunity to have served alongside my fellow board members and appreciate the support and cooperation I have received during my time on the Board.

I wish the Green Island Power Authority and its Board continued success in servicing the residents and businesses of Green Island.

Thank you for your understanding.

Respectfully,
Peter J. DeMento

Mayor McNulty-Ryan noted the letter was addressed to the GIPA Board, but the position is a Village appointment. She commented that Peter served for many years and did a fine job but has not been feeling well and has not been able to attend meetings. He felt that with all that GIPA has going on right now, it was best for him to step down. She thanked him for his years of service and hopes he’s feeling better soon.

On a motion by Trustee Files and seconded by Trustee Liotta and carried, to accept Peter DeMento’s resignation. All ayes.

Appointments:

1. Gerald Leonard to the GIPA Board to fulfill Peter Demento’s unexpired term – Mayor McNulty-Ryan noted that the Trustees all received a copy of Jerry’s resume.

On a motion by Trustee Karwiel and seconded by Trustee Heffern and carried, to appoint Gerald Leonard to the GIPA Board to fulfill Peter Demento’s unexpired term. All ayes.

2. Edmund J. Seney to Fire Chief (retroactive to May 21, 2026) – Mayor McNulty-Ryan noted that EJ has been acting as Chief since he was appointed but on paper, and with Civil Service, his title was Deputy Chief. He completed the Civil Service test for Chief in February, and we received the results in May. Now we can officially appoint him as Chief.

On a motion by Trustee Liotta and seconded by Trustee Heffern and carried, to appoint Edmund J. Seney to Fire Chief, retroactive to May 21, 2026. All ayes.

3. Michael O’Brien and Sean Collier to Provisional Firefighters – Mayor McNulty-Ryan explained that these appointments will fill the vacancies left by two recent resignations. Executive Assistant Alix and Chief Seney interviewed several candidates and felt that Micheal and Sean would be the best fit for our department.

On a motion by Trustee Belokopitsky and seconded by Trustee Jones and carried, to appoint Michael O’Brien and Sean Collier to Provisional Firefighters. All ayes.

Mayor McNulty-Ryan stated that the next item for consideration is approval of minutes from the regular meeting held on August 17, 2026.

On a motion by Trustee Jones and seconded by Trustee Belokopitsky and carried, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on August 17, 2026. All ayes.

On a motion by Trustee Heffern and seconded by Trustee Liotta and carried, to approve the Police Activity Report for the month of August 2026 as submitted by Chief Parker. All ayes.

On a motion by Trustee Liotta and seconded by Trustee Jones and carried, to accept the Fire Department Report for the month of August 2026 as submitted by Chief Seney. All ayes.

The next item for consideration is the approval of claims.

On a motion by Trustee Heffern and seconded by Trustee Belokopitsky and carried, to approve the claims as submitted:

	General Fund - $133,623.11		General Fund (paid) - $93,699.14
	Water Fund - $36,198.22			Water Fund (paid) - $27,862.03
	Sewer Fund - $7,010.66			Sewer Fund (paid) – $27,862.03
	Section 8 - $6,371.14			Section 8 (paid) - $52,763.00
	T-50 - $458.83				

The next item for consideration is the monthly reports of the Treasurer.

On a motion by Trustee Belokopitsky and seconded by Trustee Karwiel and carried, to accept the Treasurer’s Report for the month as submitted. All ayes.

On a motion by Trustee Liotta and seconded by Trustee Jones and carried, to approve the adjustments to the water/sewer billing. All ayes.

On a motion by Trustee Heffern and seconded by Trustee Belokopitsky carried, to approve the Parking Violations Bureau report for the month of August 2026. All ayes.

The next item for consideration is awarding the RFQ bid for engineering services for the Arch Street Reconstruction and Pedestrian Improvements Project.

Executive Assistant Alix gave a brief review of the memo provided to the Trustees. Arch Street is on CDTC’s “TIP” (Transportation Improvement Plan) for 2025-2030. This project will be similar to the Cohoes Avenue project we completed in 2023 but will not be a full reconstruction. It will be a typical mill and fill but does include sidewalk and curb improvements to meet ADA requirements. If approved tonight, we will start the engineering phase and then there will be several phases of design work. We are slated for construction in 2028. We did do an RFQ for qualifications and received four (4) responses. The review committee graded each proposal, and GPI received the highest score. We worked with GPI on the Cohoes Avenue project and it was a very successful project for us.

Trustee Files asked about the old railroad tracks, between James Street and Paine Street.

Executive Assistant Alix stated that we had done a temporary fix for that section a few years ago just to smooth that section out. This project will run from Cohoes Avenue to George Street. The small section from Cohoes Avenue to Dudley Avenue is not included because the TIP funding is typically for bus routes. We are hoping to use CHIPS money or Multi-Modal funds to complete that small section.

Mayor McNulty-Ryan also commented that GPI was very good to work with on the Cohoes Avenue project.

On a motion by Trustee Heffern and seconded by Trustee Liotta and carried, to award the RFQ for engineering services for the Arch Street Reconstruction and Pedestrian Improvements Project to GPI. All ayes.

The next item for consideration is a curb cut request from Richard and Sarah Giroux, owners of 9 George Steet.

Executive Assistant Alix commented that they are located at the corner of George Street and Lafayette Street and due to the proximity to the bowling alley and Community Center, parking is often an issue. They also have a bus stop in front of their home on George Street. They are looking for a curb but on Lafayette. They provided a very detailed request, which we appreciate.  Our Building Inspector and Village Engineer reviewed it and our only contingency back to them was to decrease the size of curb cut to a 10’ opening with 12” aprons on each side, for a total of 12’. We felt that size could still accommodate a large truck or SUV and preserve some on-street parking for the businesses and residents in the area. 

On a motion by Trustee Belokopitsky and seconded by Trustee Jones and carried, to approve a 10’ foot curb cut, with 12” aprons on each side, to Richard and Sarah Giroux, owners of 9 George Street. All ayes.

On a motion by Trustee Liotta and seconded by Trustee Heffern and carried, to accept the monthly recap from DPW/GIPA for the period of August 14, 2026 to September 17, 2026. All ayes.

Board Forum

October 3rd - 3rd Annual 2-mile “Community Walk” starting at 10am from the Paine Street Park. 

October 3rd – Low-cost Rabies Vaccine Clinic sponsored by Albany County Dept. of Health and Mohawk Hudson Humane Society from 10am-1pm at the DPW Garage. Pre-registration is recommended through the County’s website

E-bikes/scooters – Mayor McNulty-Ryan noted that we’ve been speaking with NYCOM and our neighboring municipalities on updating our local laws to deal with the issues we’ve all been having and hope to have more information next month.

2026 Paving Plan – Executive Assistant Alix noted that the next phase will being this week with ADA curb ramp replacements on Swan Street, High Street, Mohawk Street and John Street. Paving will follow completion of the ramps.

Water Meter Replacement Project – Executive Assistant Alix stated that final/third notices were sent out to those homeowners who have not yet scheduled their meter replacement. We are hoping that the majority of the October reads will be done with the new system.

Water Department – Executive Assistant Alix explained that we are still on Cohoes water. At last month’s meeting we shared that we had to go Cohoes water due to issues we were having with the pumps on Center Island. We were able to get the pumps running again, thanks to GIPA, but they went down again after just 48 hours.

On a motion by Trustee Files and seconded by Trustee Liotta and carried, to adjourn at 6:30pm. All ayes.



